[The usefulness of intraoperative TEE monitoring in a patient with renal cell carcinoma].
A 55-year-old man was admitted to our hospital for treatment of renal cell carcinoma. Preoperative MRI showed infradiaphragmatic extension of the tumor thrombus. However, intraoperative transesophageal echocardiography (TEE) revealed intracardiac extension of the thrombus. Therefore, the tumor thrombus was extirpated under cardiopulmonary bypass. The patient recovered without any complications. Intraoperative TEE monitoring is useful not only for the evaluation of cardiac functions but also for intraoperative diagnosis of a tumor thrombus during the operation for renal cell carcinoma.